PA U S E R E F L E C T
AND

SELAH, BAM B E R G E R R A N C H P R E S E R V E

pause and reflect
Selah — a biblical term used in the Psalms
that invites the reader to pause and reflect
on the message. At Bamberger Ranch, often
affectionately called “Selah,” visitors are invited
to experience moments in which they can “pause
and reflect” on their role with Mother Nature.

selah , bamberger ranch preserve
The land in the Texas Hill Country has long been admired for its fenced pastures with grazing livestock,
creeks meandering through green valleys, and limestone hills jutting up against blue skies.
In recent years, however, the farms and ranches in this serene landscape have increasingly
been cut up and sold off for RV parks, vacation cottages, and country estates.
But one ranch — Bamberger Ranch Preserve in Blanco County — has defied the trend. Its
5,500 acres stand apart, preserving the Hill Country heritage and teaching us all how to reconnect
with the land.
Though privately established and supported for most of its 40-year history, the ranch is now
a nonprofit organization. The challenge — and the opportunity — is to build an endowment to
preserve this unique piece of the Hill Country.

bamberger ranch preserve
H
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“In the decades to come, it will not be only the buffalo and the trumpeter swan
who need sanctuaries.
Our own species is going to need them too. It needs them now.”
Wallace S tegner, A merican hist orian
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Wh y is land important?
Ordinarily we think of land as the ground on which we build our homes and offices, or where we
lay out towns and highways. But actually the land plays a dynamic role in producing our food,
channeling our water, and sustaining the air we breathe.
In a broader sense, land is not merely soil. To paraphrase the American ecologist Aldo Leopold,
land is the community of living things: It includes the plants that grow in the soil, the animals that
feed on the plants, and the decayed matter that returns to the soil and makes it fertile again.
Clearly, we belong to that community.
As Homo sapiens, we have Nature imbedded in our DNA. Communion with the land brings us
closer to our life force, which for many of us is the heart of God. From that perspective, in the words
of American historian William Cronon, “If we lose touch with that essential part of ourselves, we risk
losing our souls.”

Big Bluestem
Andropogon gerardii
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you have to set clear, achievable
goals, have a vision, and stick to it.
J. D avid bamberger

Margaret Bamberger

Wh y the B amberger Ranch Preserve?
Texans enjoy thousands of acres of land set aside as parks and nature preserves. Open space
allows us to rest, refresh, and reconnect with the community of living things and the ongoing
creation of Nature.
What’s outstanding about the Bamberger Ranch is first its significant size. When compared to
more than 90 Texas state parks and natural areas, the ranch is the 12th largest in acreage. It’s
also the only one within an hour’s drive of two major cities, Austin and San Antonio.
Open space must be of significant size if native plants and wildlife are to thrive. When urban
settlement encroaches upon open space, wildlife flee into fragmented habitat less likely to sustain
them. In addition, open space of significant size benefits the larger region by keeping the air clean
and the water abundant for the people who live there.
Perhaps the most outstanding feature of the Bamberger Ranch is its wholehearted mission
of education. The ranch teaches us firsthand how to preserve and protect the community of living
things. That mission, combined with a strong ranching heritage, makes the ranch unique among
nature preserves anywhere.
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“We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us.
When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it
with love and respect.”
ald o le opold, a sand county almanac
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Land ste wardship
Bamberger Ranch is a working ranch. When the first 3,000-acre parcel was purchased in 1969,
the land was so overtaken by Ashe Juniper (cedar) and depleted by overgrazing that it would have
taken 41 acres to support one cow. Land restoration practices, largely the removal of cedar and
the planting of native grasses, has improved that ratio to 20 acres per cow.
Today the ranch maintains a herd smaller than the maximum capacity to keep native grasses
healthy. Eleven natural springs have reappeared. Except during droughts, the major spring produces
an average of three gallons a minute, or 4,320 gallons a day, and furnishes all the water used by
the ranch, including the needs of three households, visitors, and agriculture.
Private landowners come from far and wide to learn how to restore and maintain their land
following the ranch’s example. They learn about cedar clearing, grassland recovery, tree planting,
farm pond maintenance, springs renewal, and game habitat. In addition, county extension agents,
agricultural science faculty, horticulturists, and others from universities and government agencies
come to see and learn about the land transformation and, in turn, pass on the principles to others.
As a result, untold thousands of acres of land are being restored. In addition, we’re learning
how to capture and replenish the resource most critical to Texas today — water. How landowners
manage their land will determine how long our aquifers can supply our towns and cities.

awards — a partial list
n Leopold Conservation Award
n Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Lone Star
Land Steward
n Garden Clubs of America
n U.S. Soil and Water Conservation Service
n Texas Forest Service
n National Arbor Day Foundation
n Nature Conservancy of Texas
n Texas Wildlife Association
n Texas Environmental Excellence Award in
Education
n Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Broadleaf Woodoats
Chasmanthium latifolium

7
Margaret Bamberger

This ranch is more than a restored, beautiful property in a
critical watershed. It represents how one person can make a
difference—this ranch shows mother nature can be repaired.
colleen gardner , bamberger ranch preserve ex ecutive direct or

S cientific research
Bamberger Ranch is an outdoor research lab. Ongoing projects
with many universities and researchers include collecting
baseline data on endangered species and native plants and
animals. With the Texas Agricultural Extension Service and
Texas A&M University, ranch staff monitor native grasses as
well as groundwater recharge and runoff.
In cooperation with zoologists, the ranch provides a
habitat for the Scimitar-horned Oryx antelope, now extinct
in its native Africa. Breeding practices and meticulous
recordkeeping ensure a diversified genetic pool to
strengthen survival chances when the Oryx is reintroduced
into zoos or the wild.

Te xas snowbell reco ver y
In the 1980s, biologists feared the Texas snowbell,
a small tree (Styrax texana), was headed for
extinction. But ranch founder J. David Bamberger,
as a personal quest, persuaded landowners in
the tree’s native habitat of Edwards, Real, and
Val Verde counties to allow him to collect seeds.
Careful plantings at the ranch, aided by grants
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Landowner
Incentive Program, have resulted in new trees and
more seeds.
Ranch staff have returned more than 680
snowbell seedlings to their original habitat — with
fencing to prevent devastation by livestock — and
contributed seeds to other research institutions
such as the San Antonio Botanical Center and the
UT Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Research Center.
Ranch biologist Steven Fulton has moved the
project to a higher level by investigating the species
as part of a postgraduate degree. His research is
revealing critical data about how this flowering tree
is pollinated and propagated.
Although much recovery work and research
remain to be done, the ranch has succeeded in
halting the extinction and looks forward to the day
when the species goes off the endangered list.

In cooperation with Dr. Gary McCracken from the
University of Tennessee and other bat scientists, the ranch built the first large-scale, man-made
bat cave for the Mexican Free-tailed Bat. Researchers, including Dr. Tom Kunz of Boston University,
used infrared cameras to count 134,000 bats in August 2009. Among recent and unexpected
discoveries were the teeming life forms inside the cave.
A recent grant for digital mapping equipment enables ranch staff to monitor habitat for
endangered species as well as cattle grazing and burn sites. Other data is shared with Texas
A&M University researchers studying springs and with University of Texas scientists at the
Center for Space Research.
As a result of these projects, scientists are pushing for ward the frontiers of knowledge,
accumulating information that could better preser ve and enrich life on the planet.
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“After two years of going to Bamberger Ranch, student science scores improved
by 30 percentage points, from around 52 to 81. I’m not saying it was only the ranch
tours, but I do believe the hands-on experiences at the ranch were an important
reason for the improvement in scores. Just being able to be in the outdoors for
students who normally live in the city and don’t have those experiences, seeing
land formations and biological systems, it’s just awesome.”
Jo el de la Garz a, principal P ickle E lementar y S chool, A ustin
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S ch ool science classes
Bamberger Ranch is a hands-on science classroom. Typically in a given year, 1,500 students
from area schools participate in week-long nature camps, three-day science classes, and one-day
geology and paleontology field trips. The majority of these students are from low-income families
who have never been outside their own urban neighborhoods. In addition to school classes, the
ranch provides hands-on learning for 4-H, FFA, and other youth groups.
Every summer the ranch offers workshops for teachers on such topics as dinosaurs, ecology,
and field biology. The result is improved quality of science education in the schools.
These classes have implications for closing the achievement gap, reducing dropouts and
alleviating other problems associated with poor academic per formance, and better preparing
young people for future jobs and citizenship.

Fifth grade student field journals
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we must take care of the earth,
and anyone can help.
J. D avid bamberger

Conservati on and environmental educatio n
Bamberger Ranch Preserve is a nature preserve. The ranch is a springtime home for two endangered
songbirds, the Golden-cheeked Warbler and the Black-capped Vireo. Birdwatchers come to the ranch
for workshops where they learn how to identify birds by sight and by song.
Public tours and workshops provide opportunities for hiking a variety of nature trails. Visitors
learn how to identify native grasses and trees, catch glimpses of birds and wildlife, examine
dinosaur tracks and fossils, and learn about geological formations. For many visitors, a hike or
overnight stay offers quiet time to simply contemplate Nature — to “pause and reflect.”
As a preserve, the ranch is open only for scheduled workshops and tours or by appointment.
Unlike public parks, the ranch will never have gift shops, vending machines, cell phone towers,
restaurants, or paved parking lots.
The impact of nature activities on visitors has often been profound. Many visitors are inspired to
change consumption habits, better conserve natural resources, and volunteer with environmental
organizations. Having experienced the ranch firsthand, visitors leave with a vision of harmony with
the land. They realize that at its essence, Bamberger Ranch tells a story of hope: Given the chance,
Nature can heal itself. Nature can heal us.
resto ration quadruples bird species

rec ycling in acti on
n The ranch buys recycled equipment, like
bulldozers and wood chippers, for all aspects
of land management.
n One quaint cabin on the property is built
entirely of materials found on the ranch, such
as old fence posts, barn wood, light fixtures,
and doors.
n A solar toilet, which uses no water,
demonstrates significant water savings
compared to a conventional toilet that uses
3 to 5 gallons per flush.
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Birds species are an “indicator” of the land’s
condition.
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“i knew in my heart that we as a nation were already farther along the path of
destruction than most people knew. what we needed was a new kind of pioneer,
not the sort which cut down the forests and burned off the prairies and raped the
land, but pioneers who created new forests and healed and restored the richness
of the country god had given us.…”
l ouis bromfield , pleasant valle y
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How you can help
For much of its early history, the ranch was in rehabilitation. Millions of dollars were poured into
restoring the land, acquiring additional acreage, and buying equipment. Decisions about repairing
roads, constructing fences, creating a water supply system, and renovating buildings were governed
by what was best suited to the land and tempered by solid business experience. Today the ranch
produces income through livestock operations supplemented by hunting leases. If the ranch were
simply a commercial enterprise, managers could make ends meet.
But Bamberger Ranch is a teaching preserve. It supports its educational programs through the
use of volunteers, fees to landowners who request individual consultation, workshop fees, grants,
and donations. In consideration of its mission, the ranch keeps fees affordable for everyone and
often seeks grants to cover field trip expenses for low-income schools.
But educational programs have always cost more than the resources they bring in. In the past,
shortfalls have come out of the pocket of ranch founder, J. David Bamberger. But he won’t be
around forever, and his pocket is no longer as deep as it once was.
He has already tried, without success, to find a worthy proprietor who would continue to operate
the ranch with the same purpose and care. Nonprofit organizations cannot afford to add staff to
do the work that Bamberger and his late wife provided without pay. Government agencies, already
racked from long periods of inadequate funding, cannot be expected to manage the land properly
and carry out the ranch’s educational mission.
The only choice was to create a 501(c)3 foundation and invite public support. The goal is to
fund a $10 million endowment and use the earned interest to cover shortfalls.
Half the endowment is already pledged through Mr. Bamberger’s estate. The remaining $5
million will come from donors like you.
Join with like-minded people who passionately love the land. Act now to continue programs
that have proven their ability to teach and inspire.
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your gift matters
For information about specific giving opportunities, contact:
Selah, Bamberger Ranch Preserve
2341 Blue Ridge Drive
Johnson City, Texas 78636
Telephone: 830-868-2630
Fax: 830-868-4639
E-mail: selah@bambergerranch.org
Web site: www.bambergerranch.org

“Humankind has not woven the web of life. We are but one thread within it.
Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.
All things are bound together. All things connect.”
C hief Seattle , leader o f N ative A merican tribes in what is now the state of Washingt o n , 1 8 5 5
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